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Summary

The Author analyzes “The end of the tour”, the beautiful James Ponsoldt’s film, presented in Sundance and opened in USA in July 2015. The movie tells the story of the five-day interview between Rolling Stone young reporter David Lipsky and acclaimed novelist David Foster Wallace, which took place right after the 1996 publication of Wallace's groundbreaking epic novel, Infinite Jest. The thirty-four emotional and filled with conflicts writer is beginning to became a ‘cult’ for all American writers of his generation. The interview was never published, these unforgettable five days of audiotapes were packed away in Lipsky's closet and the two men did not meet again. But it wasn’t until years later, when he hears the resounding Wallace’s suicide in 2008 at the heights of his fame, Lipsky recovers the valuable material to do a book and now, by Ponsoldt’s direction, a move that gives the audience the whole freshness, intensity and humanity of that tenuous yet intense relationship that seems to develop between the two men.

A long interview, better a reflection, a dense introspection about the sense of life, the ambivalence about fame, love, American way of life and the fine competitiveness between the two David, the very young and the “already acclaimed”. Exquisitely reported and interpreted, nuanced approached in mutual brittleness, the movie reveals the future Wallace’s increasing mental suffering, led to the suicide. Beyond psychiatric diagnosis, the Author tries to explore other aspects seeing this meeting as an almost-analytical session: the ambivalent relationship toward fame and successful; the possibility or not of “becoming yourself” (as Lipsky’s book); the possibility to bear life avoiding addiction and depression, and the role of mania. Focusing on this, she imagines a link with Wallace’s torrential literary style: the pages, as his mind, didn't succeeded in containing the thought anymore. 



